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crt:: She Life end activities of N. thremakik

thresobik told me not long ego that he had been asked for his

autobiography, sad he wondered nether I wouldn't be able to write

out something, sines he did not have the time, end further1110111 bll

did not weat to write his ova autobiography.

• I ma Bled to do this, because it actually Lu not difficult for .

me to write Mireschigis biography. I brae been in contest with Ma j

t
p	 since um 'twilit together in 1920, daring five further years of study

in

Rice Prague, end later we travelled through the world together-this

is ,sore than twenty years that Abzemohlt end I lived inseparably,

and It is eon for as to speak about his pest.

•Abremeha, the son or fermeth with modest means, ilylmon

end Tetsynns threashik, as bran Octant 6. 1902 in the Valle

tylehevichyl, gadsehltsumheys %lost, Vilensbohyla • Nikola i s grand-

father end greet grandfather still belonged to the white • collar

intelligentsia that firmly adhered to "Lithuanian separatist", for

which after aremohlk they were numbered thong the proletariat-

- peewit estate.

Itikele ls great grandfather, Bssyll Abruchik, as an administra-

tor on the Ethynthers estate neer Redoshkovichi that belonged to

• rich .landrithen noted Bath as gave his Skirts= thirteen son'

whet wee at the Use a rather extensive education-two of them were

Threat rangers and others were highly pined postal officials.
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The insurrection of 19632 in whisk Magi' s son teak Pert,
ended tragically for the Abrameatila. One of Betrilt • BOOB as
hanged, others sent to Siberia or to emote areas of Russia*.
*kola's grandfather Yanks, who as then studying at an secludes-
deal madman, was exiled and deprived of his civil. rights.

IS Abrameltik later settled down as • miller in the village
gyiehavichyl, arritd • local peasant wort Teams Buds, and
started to fan the dowry of 0 desistin g, (1 assiatins is 2.70 sons).
But for reasons unknoun in MO Tanks and all of his family, inclu-
ding Malmo a parents, found themselves in Siberia.

lionver, lagola t s father Wan Abremshik returned to gytra
aricavickyl within • taw years with the aim of Bottling on the lane
that had been his altar's dowry. The ants% tsarist authorities
turned this question over to the volost (district) council, vide

analkously decided to beck Bylaws mbreashik, and the inhabitants
of the village helped his to build • dwelling.

elan aranaha soon became prosperous and earned the russet
of the local populace. Rena continually being selected for various
posts a his ommoisty• (four villages), such as 1,111•00 alS02,
oracle in charge of the stores of provisions, and fa 1917 he
appoinad deputy to the first 011 Byelorussian Congress.

Snot his own education was limited, Sylaon abraschik ads every
,

offoit Vo give his three sons and his donator as extensive an edm.
aranits possible.

Ile family situation in whisk Molt spent his childhood were
'
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favorable to the developuent ofhis character, on the basis of reli-
gious devotion, thirst for knowledge, and lank idealism.

&Ana no a very religious an and a very original religious
fraternity net at his hon. Those who met there were older people,
who in answer to the compulsory ecclesiastical policy of the czar
secretly joined together as is .fearimi. or pore rrahrlar
ing-before the choice of catholic or Greek orthodox belief, Ism
preyed ardently both according to the catholic and the Creek ortho-

dox rites. alkols e s great grandfather barn aleo can to attend
then prayer meetings, walking 9 vents on foot to get there, dm-
pin btu the fact that he was over 100 years old. ' These antis
took plan almost every MO evening.

In addition to the aforementioned meetings there were lees
SOINATOOO WILOOfIng• Of Socialist Revolutionaries at Snag s house.

teseher at the hylabsvichyl elementary school, nays Raft, who
MO as ardent revolutions*, wee a permanent guest until the time of
his meet end escape from prison, where he had been condemned to
death. Sometimes Run would bring various moislist friends of
his to nen the nkght et Abraschies when they were passing through.
The children were not eluded from the discussion that arose on
such occasions, end of nurse all of this had its influence on the
pang young Minks.

When 'ikon MOO 7 yens old be entered the elementary school
Lsidnenvichyl. Re incised his secondary education first at the

44esr school is Radoakkoviohyi, and later in Minsk. In the fell of

4
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1920, after six 	 of someoliny 'school (BBALIIATA CIMAS111 -

• acbsol apecsaltstog a mmthemeties and natural maleness, when

ancient Isugusges ens not taught), he passed the competitive Gam-

lamtilne or the newly organized polytechnic's' Institute. The BIM
Paso, whieh cut niZolm os parents off floe Winds, sumps *Spelled
his to samba Manton science end move to Bylchsvickyl (westera

,
iflolocuesLe).

Min en alert young student or 18, he could not remain la the
village and welt on to Tiles. 7be old Bieloruselan capital end'
• strong impreesion on Ilkola. Be went to the Basilyesski neat

semssterp.thet Byelorussian fortress-to Ilsol out the location of

• polytechnieml institute is Vilna. In the corridor he ran Into

an acquaintance 'ram Minsk: ye. Stenhevich, who reproached Melo

•for his desire to continue studying, when there were not no people

to teak the uninformed Byelorussia's. Witola yielded to the demands

or society and started some pwlagosteal courses for externs. Before
Christmas 1920 he went to the village or Lentsusbeltyls• is. the
Aahmyanaki Bye* to take over the position or teacher at a Byelo-

russia& •lementmry school there.

The school served 4 villages, or which Lenleatiehohyina wes the
aster. Mere as already a Polish school in the letter, located

in the center or the village and it use named after the landowner
BtrutylzhIneki.

111cals Abram/eft organized the school in the village itself

and first started to work with 12 pupils. at the same tins he



opened evening courses for adults which were attended by young people

' beyohd 'shoot age and by the parents of children who attended the

school.

Within two months the enrollment bed japed to 60 children,

flacons the Polish sobsolhad only four (Iftrutylzhineki v s children

and one of his servants) despite the fact that the peasantry in

this school district use fel$ catholic, that lessors nadir !he inflossee

of Polish mature. In the sat school year (1921-22)kbad to mete

repairs. Is this connection the Polish administration and polies

began to wont pressure against the Byelorussian school, but they

were at flu .  get the upper hand. /he Polish school investor

sent seven Polish teacher either for the independent parellfl Pol

-ish =shoot or as teachers of the Polish language in the Byelorussian

school, bet the pennants did not allow one of these teachers into

the village.

During summer sot vacation in 1921, when sbraschik was attend-

ing post-greduste pedagogical wane in Vilna, he came into contact

with the Byelorussian notionsl revolutionary sweamewt which at that

awe, under the leadership of . the BNB (Byelorussian 4ational Republle)

government from Ingt Kaunas (in alliance with the Lithuanians),

was preparing a rebellion in western Byelorussia. Kikola Abresehlh

as appointed BER uyesd thief for the following ?floats: Redosh-

ko ivohyl, Iflenonyolki, and lhatsflohyitsyl. In the fall of 1922,

WI • result of the successful unaneuvers° in his upend, he was



appointed objet of the 211elski Okrug. All of the syezA chiefs in

the Tileiskeye Oblast gladly accepted the leadership of the 19 Year

" old Abrewehlk, notwithstanding the the sees of mme of them, such as

the shier of the areastabge Oystd, Oaryllik, who ems a teacher and

• delegate to the gels, which is an indication of the high opinion

in which Aftermath was held by Byelorussian society.

Until May 1922 'pumped both of his positions-that of teacher sad

that of okrag chief-well. In the fell of that year the Polish school

inspector for the Ashmaeld tryezd decided that it would be imposs-

ible to convert the school into a Polish school So long as Abreechik

sem a teacher there, end he ordered Abramohlk g statasaster to

antral P lomal (near Warsaw). *Omaha did not accept this appoint-

ment, and as irtoktui of protest he renounced teaching altogether.

• Be thee sowed to Badoshkovichyi to occupy himself exclusively

with national revolutionary work is his district. As a cover for

this wort, he registered as a student in the seventh grade of the

itadoshkovobyi Byelorussian gymnasium (high looh001). The teachers

at this school knew that Abzenehlk bed already been through set

secondary school and disregarded his frequent absences, Walk gave

his the opportaalty to travel about is his district and to visit

•the Byelorussia rebel headquarters, which was located in Lithos:de

(in Tevroganyi).

• In Novdeber, 1922, an Important sestina of the revolutionary

liberation movement as held in wafters Byallmussia. Op to that

ties the Wastrel Liberation Committee of Western Byelorussia had
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received all political and tactical instruction from Eames, directly

from the BIB government, or through the supreme rebelheadquartere

in Maroon. When the BBB government plashed with the Lithuanian

government over the city Vilna, the BBB goverment abandoned Kaunas

and the Luthuaniene tried through savant Byelorussian officials

in Revrogen to continua, preparations for an insurrection in western

Byelorussia, propagandizing this revolutionary liberation nevesamit

in international fern as Lithuanian resistanie for Vilna. .

The Byelorussian Central Revolutionary Committee for Western

Byelorussia, which up to that time had been heeded by the poet .

Leonid yodrevich and maginovioh (a masher of the Sluts* Insurgent

GOUUOil), broke off its collaboration with the Lithuanians, retain-

ing the entire secret apparatus on the earlier purely independent

Byelorussian lines. However when relations with the,Lithuaniane 	 /I

were broken off the Byelorussian Central Revolutionary Committee

was compelled to give thought to its future tactics teenage it would .

have been more than risky now froldrat to base their hopes for

a successful ineerectibe solely on their own forces against the	 -

solidly Organized Pont government.
‘

In Minsk at that time a.) Byelorussian BER was headed by Char-

flukey, and the commissar for enlightenment wee Prof. Igiatoveki-

both of then were close Social Revolutionary Party adherents of

L. aodzevioh and Ia. Lagenovich. The Central Committee of Libera

tick Of Western Byelorussia decided to get into contact with that,

Odeftkola ebramahik was assigned to effect the liaison. When 	 .

:



Abremchik bad received a letter from L. Bodzevich, he went illegally

to Minsk, to the private quarters of Prof. Ignatovaki.

Igpatoveki listened to abiamehit's story and then summoned.

seven robin youths, among them Chervyatov, to come to hit. A meet-

ing took place here at Ignetoveki/s apartment, at which dbroachik -

gave a detailed account of the situation in western Byelorussia.

Abremehik spent the night at Ignatovati o s and the conversation eon-

tinned late into the night. ' Toward evening of the next day one of

the young men arrived et-Ignatoaki ts dressed in a suit mode of peas-

ant material and told. Absemohik that he would go with his to Vilna.

This mos was later given the nickname of PRIERBEARTI, because AMIE- .

chit has to carry him on his shoulders across a stream into the bor-

der sole.

The negotiations between the Committee for the Liberation of

Western Byelorussia and tbeMJnsk Socialist Revolutionaries led to

the founding in Minsk of the Committee rt.: tit. Liberation of itita
Byelorussia, headed by Prof. Ignetovski.

It was agreed by both committees that the Insurrection in west-

era Byelorussia should not be planned for the near- future, the Pres-

ent time to be spent in the preparation of cadres.. Since the Polish.

government had liquidated almost all of the Byelorussian schools,

it was decided to form a net of secret Byelorussian elementary 'schools.

The catholic priest A-Ica accepted the position of inspector general

for 'these schools and bbitamehlk was appointed his assistant.

lbramehlk worked:et this post until the fall of 1924, touring

fi•



9

all of western Byelorussia searching out reliable teachers and ore-.

salving secret schools. At the same time he built up stores Of •

secret literature Which later, by order frOm' Tilna, was scattered about

in one night. During these two years, he stimilarltekt illegally

visited Prof. Ignetovidd 29 tins with assignments from the Central'

Committee for the Liberation of Western Byelorussia. During this

time Ignatovaki became so impressed with his that he let his On on.

the most secret conferences of the Minkk Byelorussian anti-Bolshevik

activists.

In Inns 1924 Abramchik formally completed his secondary education.

Be tried to enter the Vilna University, but at that time it was almost

impossible to enter a Polish institution of higher learning from

• Byelorussian secondary school.

It had already been decided by the Committee for the Liberation

of Western Byelorussia that Abramohik would have to be sent to soma

'institution of higher learning. Liter four years of uninternmpted

conspiratorial murk Abrauchik was in need of a period of rest so

•that traves of his activities could be covered up. .	 .
In, the fall of 1924, Prof Ignatovski called Abram/tit to Minsk

and offered his a choice of two schools: the Leningrad Military

Anita or the Marimogorski Agricultural School in Moscow. Iimstoiliki

' advised his to choose the former, which was the school to which he

sent the "Belorussians who were most important in the national move-

• sent, so that he could later have a reliable cadre of military

specialists. HOWOVer Abramohik decided on the agricultural school.
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After one matt e attendance at the agricultural school 4hr/ski&
returned to Ignatovski, eying that be hadn't liked the school, Las-
snob as the scholastic level, was low. Be also had not liked the at-
mosphere and described the school as a hangout for trans. Imateaki
Pondered for n nommatiestiassakimpared-to- Abramehlk, eity best
regards to Pets (Tryleheeklelsthjakhasth.--gast we °Ste think

of them in Moscow. We must remain fire I believe that yon will be
able to glt tIWARana„,	

Met fell morning to Prague laicals laked 0 one Albertov, wham

address (Ha Slopi) he had obtained fen a 'correspondence with an
Old friend, • parties= :at Madame Zheilka. Bare he found several
dose old friends, both ram the pedagogical earns and the conapir-
atozial worn. Hews of Abe:seat, ' arrival soon reached president
frechavski, eta asked Abramahik to ass to see his that evening.

• Abreataik re/zithers this interview with Zrechaval and Zakamok as
one of the happiest Deane in his life, giving hit the opportunity
to know two such gm great historiel-personages.

In Czechoslovakia Abetment simultaneously completed two 	 .
courses of study-at the Ukrainian Academy he completed a course in .
economics, earning the title of 4/plana t e' engineer In the economic
selenca, and it the Czechoslovakia Zarlomi Miversity he completed
his studies in the history and sociology department.

tfle he was studying, Abramcbik remained in contact with Is-.
Bateman and persona close to his, such as Tankillepala, Prof. P.,
end others who for one reason or another ea there from Plat.



?beard the end of the third course Abram:kikwee preparing for

print a work entitled wEconceic Geography of Byelornesia•, which

/gnetovski liked very tuck, end on the basis of which Ignatoveki

proposed • lectureship Mont Is economic geogrephy to him at the

Minsk BniversiCY•

However, despite the feet that the Poles bad at that time

deprived Abranchik of his 'Polish cltizenefifp and were demanding

his extradition from the Czechoslovakian authorities because of

• brochure kbramehik had written in French Gonda:rim the Polish

terror in western Byelorassierwhiet had caused a great stir in the

.western European press, abramialk refused to go to Soviet Byelorusida6)

In the fall of 1929 Abramehik and / started to travel through

the world on toot, for the purpose of acquiring practical knowledge

of the agricultimal economy of western Europe. For a year and

several months we went on foot and by bicycle from Prague to Lyon,

visiting all of the districts that interested us in Czenhoslovakie,

northern Germany, Bavaria, Switzerland, the Rhine area, and than

Prance. On the way we worked at various ordinary Jobs so as to come

to know the village life end the life of the workers, as well is to

pay OUT way.

Our itinerey had been planned to include Prance, Spain, the

northern coast of Africa, end than Italy. Bowsaw in Lyons two

unforeseen nenstn circumstances (mused a radical alteration in our

plans. The first of these was the news of Ignataveki's suicide, at

the second was the presence in Francs of a large sex Byelorussian

workers' emigration.
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Out hart destination was Paris where, at the beginniag of 1931,

fr . . the Freneh . government had-recognized the Union of'Dyelorusalans is

- /ranee. Fran this time on Abremokik worked uninterruptedly for the

Byelorussian wapiti' emigration. He himself worked along with 01an-
cry workers at various factorise, mines, and on the land, and snood

in the struggle against any occupation of Byelorussia. Be published	 .1
!

his on paper and wrote articles in other papers on the Byelorussian 	 1

liberation movement and made contact with various political and

cultural figures in /Swope. He was always in 4:Outset with the presi-

dent Sakkarok and became his chief coworker and his deputy for .

weeterniturope.

At the beginning of the war in 1939 the polish government,. thick

had moved to Prance, began the mobilization of Poles, among tham.-

the Brelorussiens from western Byelorussia. The mica of Byelo*tliggigge

in France waged a struggle against the Polish-government that to

many appeared hopeless, btlt not to Abramehik: Notwithstanding the

harsh Trench laws regarding anti-allied propeganda, Abraschik with

his inborn courage fearlessly urged the Byelorussiens to boycott

the Polish army and made recuests to the Preach g overnmeat to allow-

Byeloruasians to Join the French any (the wartime foreign legion). .
44

re petitioned for the formation of Byelorussian national units within 	 44

the French army. The consequences of the courageous and decisive

stand taken by Abramohik was that the trench government allowed Byelo-

•rueeisnee choice between Joining the Frendh or the Polish say.

7 . T,This freedom of choice raised the morale of the Byelorussian.

.	 .
•• •



I.

1

end more than 1,200 of then volunteered in the Preach foreign legion

(whleh most not be confused with the *regular foreign legion). Defer-

tenstely the attainment of further elms in 'Yenta was hindered by the

arrival of the Omens.

The Gestapo started to smirch out its enemies in Paris and,

abriwohit datidad to go to Byelorussia. An acquaintance in merlin,

Wt. Sh., helped him to get to Lenin and promised to help km UM in

getting to Byelorussia. However Arinchylts,altreitallipo neffieial,
Imposed	 .
smankst Abranchik, and he wee obliged to remain blanketed in Berlin.

But even In this situation Atremehlk did not give up. At the

regeeetuf the well krown Byelorussian patriot, who was still trusted

by the Clemens, he undertook the organization of a Byelorussian

charter conmission in Germany. At the same ties he and the late

esthetic priest tedlevaki decided to establish a Byelorussian resis-

tance net. After organizing this net Abramehlk and Oadlevski in-

tended to go to Saglend. Unfortunately Oedlevski was exposed by

another ilyelernssien Gestapo worker, Di,. Ternscheaki and this cost

him his life. Abremehik remained in Berlin for about two years.

She resistance work that he (serried on eneempessed not only the

Byelorussians in Germany; the Byelorussian Committee for Mutual Alt

in Abramehlkg s hinds became a statuary and moral sup-ort for all

Graorussians. Abrenehik oceasionelly had the opportunity to visit

Zekharok in Prague.

In Fuly . 191.3 a delegate from the SIP (11yelorusalen Independent*

Party) arrived in Berlin with KR a party of newspaper writers who
?

ere on an ezouraion and asked Abrawahlk 2w on behalf or his party
I.
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to go to Byelorussia to take over the political leadership-ind pub-
licatioa of the illegal press of the BlIP. Abrachift mode preparations
to move to Byelorussia with his wife, where they would live in the
woods. Be wes however prevented floe tarrying out his pleas hp
bemuse he was arrested by the Gestapo and deported to Purls.

Is Carts Abremoblic as kept ear strict survallance.
Ns woo Malden by the Gestapo to receive any Inn ftelamesians
at bin quarters or to meet them anywhere or eves to corrapond with
Pipyleruselans. Despite everything, aremalk minds contest with
persoms in the Nana resister end, in expectation of the arrival •

of the allies, prepared a number of tracts describing the trate

D114ht of the Ballauselan people.
Immediately after the liberation of 'tame, he ave over all of

his efforts to Ute defense of the right, of displaced persons is
Germany.

Koala Chromatic as well as I do, it same to as that Its eta
not be ihmasterized as other than &revolutionary of the Byelo-
russian liberation movement, • person with inexhaustible emerge who
has dedicated his satire life to the Byelorussian apple. It is no
aonder that before his death preadeat fahareic did not want to
deputize his authority to anyone other than aremoba.

It seems to no superfluous to write about Ainsamhik's present
activities as presideat of the BBB; there La no Byelorussian colony
la America or la Swope that is not familiar with this ineasuatible

fighter.



There mood meammelp scarcely be mention of the shewolesauf!Sreme°••

at ear compatriots abroad, who has tried to picture the 'attire •
	  . 4

nationalist-liberktioa nark of Ablaselait between 1520 and 1924

Si en off-shoot of dbreschlkl e membership in the Komsomol. It ahead

be mid, that until 1525 the Ecesemal did not exist iregitlerussits.

The foci that Abremehik was in Minsk illegaLls indicates cely that

St that time our youth did not consider the dip border a Dolman
1

to thaw notional activities.


